
MEDIATION AND FEE CONTRACT

WE,      and         , the “clients”, hereby agree to 

retain JUDITH FARRIS BOWMAN, Esq., the “mediator,” in connection

with a domestic relations mediation between the clients.

1. The clients agree to hire the mediator at the hourly 

rate of $000.00, plus costs.  The clients agree to pay all 

resulting mediation fees and costs in the following manner: ___%

by      and ___% by     .        

2. Time charges include but are not limited to 

conferences, waiting time, travel to and from conferences if 

necessary, telephone conferences, review of file materials and 

documents sent or received, drafting of correspondence and 

memoranda, and preparation for conferences.  All charges are 

billed at a minimum of one-tenth (1/10th) of an hour. 

3. The clients shall receive monthly invoices reporting 

the exact fees and costs incurred and the balance of any 

retainer paid to the Mediator.  If the mediation is completed 

without exhausting the retainer, the balance of the retainer 

shall be refunded to the clients in proportion to their 

contribution to the retainer after deduction of any outstanding 

fees or expenses.  If the retainer is exhausted, interim 

billings for any additional fees will be sent to the clients.  

All interim billings shall be due and payable upon receipt 

unless otherwise agreed.  Failure to pay interim billings 

promptly shall permit the mediator, after notice to the clients,

to terminate the mediation.

4. The clients understand that the mediator shall not 
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represent either or both Clients at any time in connection with 

any domestic relations matter between them.

5. The clients agree to disclose fully and accurately all

aspects of their respective financial affairs and to participate

fully in all efforts to arrive at a reasonable, fair and 

realistic settlement of issues raised in the mediation process.

6. The clients understand that each may seek independent 

professional and legal advice at any time during mediation and 

that any agreement between the clients should be reviewed by an 

attorney prior to execution. The clients agree that the mediator

may speak with their attorneys, accountants, and other advisors 

as appears necessary to the progress of the mediation.

7. The mediator shall maintain the confidentiality of the

mediation and shall not disclose any information concerning the 

clients to a third party without prior consent.

8. The clients agree that neither will seek to obtain the

testimony of the mediator or the disclosure of the mediator’s 

file in conjunction with any court proceeding, and the clients 

each agree that if either seeks such testimony or disclosure in 

contravention of this provision, that person will indemnify the 

mediator as to all costs in connection therewith, including 

reasonable attorney’s fees, and will compensate the mediator for

time spent, such compensation to be at the mediator’s then 

current hourly rate.

9. We, the clients, understand that the mediator is in 

charge of the mediation, and that she will give each of us equal

time to the extent possible, whether mediation sessions take 

place together or separately, and that she will not take sides 
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other than to help guide us to a reasonable and realistic 

agreement.  The mediator cannot impose any decision on the 

clients.  The mediation is voluntary and either of us may choose

to end it at any time.  We understand that we are not required 

to agree to mediate any issue or to reach agreement on any 

issue.

10. The mediator shall prepare a written Agreement, 

memorializing any agreement we have reached, in quadruplicate 

originals.

                                                                  

                ______________________________________
                MEDIATOR JUDITH FARRIS BOWMAN, ESQ.

DATE:
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